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UM EVENTS FEATURE SPACE SCIENCE, FUTURISTIC TECHNOLOGIES
MISSOULA An astronaut, scientists and exciting new technological advances will be featured during
a weeklong series of events Aug. 2-6 at The University of Montana.
The Big Sky Education Technology Rendez-Vous will bring together teachers, students,
businesspeople and government leaders in an exciting atmosphere intended to investigate
complex space and earth systems and how technology can aid learning. Participants will
explore advanced technologies and their impact on the future of earth science education.
The event, organized by UM ’s Earth Observing System Education Project, has been
divided into four “modules” - an earth and space science workshop, an aerospace challenge, a
keynote speakers series and a teacher training workshop.
The Student-Teacher Earth and Space Science Workshop will allow participants to
explore science through seminars, hands-on experiments, group activities and NASA forums.
Held at UM ’s James E. Todd (Continuing Education) Building, the daylong camp will be held
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day of the Rendez-Vous. It’s free and open to all Montana junior
high and high school students and teachers. Participants are asked to bring a bag lunch.
The camp will be conducted by NASA’s Ames Research Center, so participants can
expect space suit demonstrations and other fun activities. Call Lauren Mackay at (406) 2436703 to sign up.
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The Aerospace Challenge will bring together teachers and students to explore the fields
of avionics and flight and foster basic understanding of space technology through hands-on
projects, which will be demonstrated by aviation and aerospace experts. The class will meet
Aug. 2-6 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in James E. Todd Building Room 210 and Liberal Arts
Building Room 205. Offered through UM ’s Continuing Education, the course costs $95. Those
who would like academic credit will pay an additional $90 fee.
Featured speakers during the challenge will include NASA astronaut Kalpana Chawla,
Jerry Brown with the U.S. Space Foundation and John Rice with Lockheed Martin. Call Kaye
Ebelt at (406) 251-3341 to sign up for the class.
The Keynote Speakers Series - also free and open to the public - will be held all week
in the University Theatre. Speakers will be:
■ Monday, Aug. 2: Sen. Conrad Burns (via satellite), 11 to 11:45 a.m.; astronaut
Kaplana Chawlaw, 11:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.; Sen. Max Baucus (via satellite), 1:15 to 2 p.m.
■ Tuesday, Aug. 3: Dan Goldin, NASA administrator (via satellite), 11 a.m. to noon;
Steve Running, UM EOS Training Center principle investigator, noon to 1 p.m.
■ Wednesday, Aug. 4: Mike Beltz, international geographic information system
specialist, 11 a.m. to noon; John “Grizz” Deal, LizardTech Inc. CEO, noon to 1 p.m.
■ Thursday, Aug. 5: Peggy Finarelli, GLOBE Program deputy director, 11 a.m. to
noon; George Leggett, director of workforce development for NASA’s Stennis Space Center,
noon to 1 p.m.
■ Friday, Aug. 6: Bob Keane, fire ecologist, 11 a.m. to noon; Frank Hughes, flight
training division of the Mission Operations Directorate, noon to 1 p.m.
A weeklong Teacher Training Workshop also will be held during the event. Already
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filled, the workshop will provide educators with training in global positioning systems,
hydrology, soils, remote sensing, land cover and weather observation techniques. Teachers
also will learn to become part of the Montana GLOBE-Alliance Partnership. The UM GLOBE
(Global Learning and Observations to Benefit the Environment) franchise is part of a
worldwide network of students, teachers and scientists working together to understand the
global environment. Geographic information system and geospatial image analysis training will
be taught by two companies, LizardTech Inc. and ESRI, and UM ’s School of Education.
The EOS Education Project has been formed at UM to disseminate Earth system
science imagery and supportive curriculum to the global educational community. The
department will distribute data obtained from NASA’s Earth Observing System, a series of
satellites currently being launched. It also provides training for teachers interested in bringing
this information and innovative new technologies into the everyday classroom.
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